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Fewer crops are feeding more people
worldwide

Over the course of their history, humans have utilized
over 7,000 plant species to meet their basic food needs,
either by cultivation or gathering;

Today only about 150 plant species are under
reasonably extensive cultivation;

The majority of humans live on only 15 plant species,
which account for over 90% of human energy needs;

Just three crops —rice, wheat and maize — provide more
than half of plant-derived calories consumed worldwide
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-
Plant Genetic Resources at FAO

1983 — Establishment of the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture to coordinate and guide international initiatives

1996 - The State of the World’s Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture and Global Plan of Action for the Conservation and Sustainable
Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture

2004 —International Treaty enters into force

2009 - The Second Report on the State of the World’s Plant Genetic Resources for
Food and Agriculture.

2011 - Second Global Plan of Action for Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture

2023 - The Third Report on the State of the World’s Plant Genetic Resources for
Food and Agriculture.
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http://www.fao.org/tempref/docrep/fao/meeting/015/w7324e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/tempref/docrep/fao/meeting/015/aj631e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/agriculture/crops/core-themes/theme/seeds-pgr/sow/sow2/en/
http://www.fao.org/agriculture/crops/thematic-sitemap/theme/seeds-pgr/gpa/en/
http://www.fao.org/agriculture/crops/core-themes/theme/seeds-pgr/sow/sow2/en/

The International Treaty

A binding legal instrument for the conservation and sustainable use of
crop germplasm, and for fair and equitable benefit-sharing
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147 Contracting Parties including the EU

www.fao.org/plant-treaty



Components of the International Treaty

. .§> ——
National, Bilateral &
@ Multilateral Funds
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The Multilateral System of Access and Benefit-Sharing

Global genepool
* Based on sovereign rights, in harmony with CBD
e Public germplasm in international and national genebanks
e Private germplasm on a voluntary basis

Low transaction costs and legal safeguards
* One contract for research and breeding: the Standard
Material Transfer Agreement
* Third Party Beneficiary for dispute settlement

Benefit-sharing
* In aglobal Fund, open to donor contributions
 Non-monetary through partnerships and cooperation
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The Global Information System

Digital Object Identifiers: identifying germplasm from origin to end-use
Food and Agriculture \\\K:a ThelnternationaITreaty m Legin
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830,048 DOIs assigned so far

Welcome to the DOI Registration Service of the Global Information System of the International Treaty
on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture. Type the DOI of the PGRFA you want to

find
This service assigns Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs) to Plant Genetic Resources for Food and

. o S d Search |
Agriculture (PGRFA) for reference in third party systems and scientific literature. .

. or go to the advanced search form
Access to the system is free and open to anyone.

If you wish to obtain DOIs for your PGRFA, please send an email to PGRFA-Treaty@fao.org requesting a
user account.

By using this system you declare to have read and accepted the Terms of use.

©2019 International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture - FAO - Terms of use
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Suggested recommendations

1. Promote knowledge of the international policy and legal
framework among national stakeholders

2. Actively participate in the development of the Third
State of the World’s Report on PGRFA

3. Promote membership / active engagement in the
International Treaty on PGRFA (conservation and
distribution of germplasm, benefit-sharing, germplasm
information systems)

www.fao.org/plant-treaty




More resources

http://www.fao.org/cgrfa/en/

http://www.fao.org/cgrfa/resources/en/

http://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/en/

http://www.fao.org/plant-treaty/tools/training/en/
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http://www.fao.org/cgrfa/resources/en/
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