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RESOLUTION № IOFS/GA/__________ 

ON 

EXECUTIVE PROGRAMME  

FOR DEVELOPMENT OF STRATEGIC AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES 

 

The Third General Assembly of the Islamic Organization for Food Security (IOFS) held 

in Istanbul, the Republic of Turkey, on 16-18 June 2020/24-26 Shawal 1441H, 

Pursuant to the Statute of Islamic Organisation for Food Security adopted by 40th Council 

of Foreign Ministers of Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (CFM) held in Conakry, 

Republic of Guinea on 9-11 December 2013,  

In furtherance of the Resolution No1/46-E of the 46th Session of the CFM held in Abu 

Dhabi, United Arab Emirates on 1-2 March 2019 on the OIC Programmes of Action on 

the Development of Strategic Commodities, 

Giving effect to the relevant provisions of Resolution No. OIC/7-MCFSAD/2016/RES-

FINAL adopted at 7th OIC Ministerial Conference on Food Security and Agricultural 

Development held in Astana (Now Nur Sultan), Kazakhstan on 26-28 April 2016, which 

urged member states to support production and utilization of cost-effective and quality 

agricultural inputs, mechanization and agrochemicals that are affordable and accessible to 

all stakeholders, 

Taking into consideration Resolution No……..of the 8th Session of OIC Ministerial 

Conference on Food Security and Agricultural Development (MCFSAD) held in Istanbul, 

Republic of Turkey on 16-18 June 2020 on the OIC Plan of Action for Strategic 

Agricultural Commodities, 

Commending the various inputs received from member states on the draft Executive 

Programme bearing on their respective national experiences and global best practices, 

Also commending the inputs and collaboration of the relevant OIC institutions, regional 

and international organisations on this issue,  

Considering the Report of the 5th Executive Board of IOFS on the need to adopt an 

Executive Framework for the implementation of the OIC Programmes of Action for 

Agricultural Commodities in the three subsectors, namely Rice, Wheat and Cassava, 

Bearing in mind the role of IOFS in the execution of OIC programmes as enshrined in its 

Statute, including its aims and objectives, 

Convinced that the development of capacities of IOFS member states in the three 

strategic agri-food commodities would enhance food security, poverty eradication and 

socio-economic welfare of the populations, 

Expressing appreciation to the various OIC institutions, which are collaborating with 

IOFS on the implementation of the Executive Programme, 
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Emphasising the role of the Private Sector, Centers of Excellence, Community-based 

Organisations and Smallholder farmers in mobilizing human and material resources for 

the successful implementation of the Programme, 

Having considered the report of the Director General on this issue,  

1. Approves the Executive Programme for the Implementation of OIC Programme of 

Action for Development of Strategic Commodities; 

2. Emphasises the principal role of the Steering Committees, Project Committees and 

Centers of Excellence in the implementation of Executive Programme; 

3. Requests member states to incorporate the salient aspects of the Executive 

Programmes in their national priorities; 

4. Calls on the relevant OIC institutions, regional and international organisations as 

well as national and multilateral financial institutions to support the effective 

implementation of this Programme; 

5. Requests the Director-General to ensure due implementation of the Programme and 

submit an appropriate report to the next General Assembly.  

Adopted in Istanbul, 18 June 2020.  
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RESOLUTION № IOFS/GA/__________ 

ON  

PROMOTING VALUE-CHAIN DEVELOPMENT OF PALM-OIL 

The Third General Assembly of the Islamic Organization for Food Security (IOFS) held 

in Istanbul, the Republic of Turkey, on 16-18 June 2020/24-26 Shawal 1441H, 

In accordance with the Statute of Islamic Organisation for Food Security, adopted by 

40th Council of Foreign Ministers of Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (CFM) held in 

Conakry, Republic of Guinea on 9-11 December 2013, 

Recalling the provisions of Resolution 1/45-E adopted by the 45th Session of the OIC 

Council of Foreign Ministers held in Dhaka, People’s Republic of Bangladesh on 5-6 

May 2018, which recognizes the importance of strengthening South-South cooperation 

among OIC Member States by exchanging experiences, sharing knowledge and 

transferring technology for sustainable agricultural development,  

Also Recalling the various South-South Cooperation and Triangular Cooperation 

initiatives of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation, aimed at technology transfer 

among member states, including the Reverse Linkage (RL) initiative of the Islamic 

Development Bank, 

Considering the need to promote productivity and competitiveness of essential food and 

export commodities in its member states,  

Conscious of the fact that the palm-oil industry represents one of the major strategic 

commodities for food and agriculture, in which OIC member states enjoy global 

comparative advantage,  

Bearing in mind the need to provide evidence-based research and scientific counter-

narratives, vis-à-vis on-going negative campaigns relating to the nutrition health and 

environmental value of palm-oil, 

Convinced of the high premium food and nutrition properties of palm oil and its 

relevance to the food security objectives and developmental aspirations of our member 

states, 

Commending the contribution of the Government of Malaysia to the successful execution 

of a project on value-chain development of Palm-Oil in Sierra-Leone, under the IsDB’s 

Reverse Linkage Programme,  

Having reviewed the Concept Note provided by the Secretariat on this issue, 

1. Requests member states to provide their expertise and technical assistance for 

capacity development of potential palm oil producing member states, within the 

framework of intra-OIC South-South and Triangular Cooperation; 

2. Calls on member states to support intra-OIC cooperation for the development of 

Palm-Oil and similar staple commodities, in line with the over-arching objectives of 

collective food security and socio-economic development; 
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3. Invites the Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) and other OIC institutions to accord 

priority, within their respective programmes, in support of the funding and training 

requirements of the capacity-building initiative in the Palm-Oil subsector; 

4. Requests the Director General to submit a report on the implementation of this 

Resolution to the next General Assembly.  

Adopted in Istanbul on 18 June 2020 
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RESOLUTION № IOFS/GA/__________  

ON  

ON IMPLEMENTATION OF THE OIC FOOD SECURITY RESERVE 

The Third General Assembly of the Islamic Organization for Food Security (IOFS) held 

in Istanbul, the Republic of Turkey, on 16-18 June 2020/24-26 Shawal 1441H, 

Pursuant to the noble principle of Islamic solidarity enshrined in the OIC Charter and the 

relevant provisions of the Statute of Islamic Organisation for Food Security, 

Underscoring the importance of a food security reserve mechanism to address the chronic 

food security problems in OIC member states, which comprise 28 Low Income Food 

Deficit Countries (LIFDC) with 20.8% of world under-nourished people, 

Expressing commitment to take advantage of the opportunities for mutually rewarding 

cooperation and resource mobilization, given the fact that 25 OIC member states 

constitute top twenty (20) producers of major food and agricultural commodities 

worldwide, including its vibrant agricultural labour force, 

Desirous of ensuring that Food Security Reserve is at the center of its humanitarian 

intervention programme, aimed at supporting the vulnerable segments of its member 

states and promoting rapid socio-economic development and better livelihood for its 

teeming populations, 

Giving effect to the relevant provisions of the OIC-2025 Programme of Action, 

especially those relating to the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals 

and South-South Cooperation, 

Also giving effect to the relevant provisions of Resolution No. OIC/7-

MCFSAD/2016/RES-FINAL adopted at 7th OIC Ministerial Conference on Food 

Security and Agricultural Development held in Astana (Now Nur Sultan), Kazakhstan on 

26-28 April 2016, which requested IOFS to study the creation of OIC Food Security 

Reserve as recommended by the Fourth OIC Ministerial Conference on Food Security 

and Agricultural Development, 

Recalling the Resolution on the OIC Food Security Reserve adopted by the 8th OIC 

Ministerial Conference for Food Security and Agricultural Development (MCFSAD), 

held in Istanbul, Republic of Turkey on 16-18 June 2020, 

Aware of the role of Islamic Organisation for Food Security in ensuring the 

implementation of the said OIC Resolution on Food Security Reserve, in collaboration 

with other OIC institutions, 

Having considered the report of the Director General on this issue,  

1. Undertakes to provide the implementation mechanism for the operationalization of 

the OIC Food Security Reserve; 
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2. Requests member states to avail the Director-General of the necessary data on their 

national strategic food reserve to enable recommendation of the most efficient 

modality for the OIC Food Security Reserve;  

3. Also requests the Director-General to submit a comprehensive report to the next 

General Assembly on the implementation of this Resolution. 

Adopted in Istanbul, 18 June 2020 
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RESOLUTION № IOFS/GA/_______ 

ON 

ISLAMIC FOOD PROCESSING ASSOCIATION 

The Third General Assembly of the Islamic Organization for Food Security (IOFS) held 

in Istanbul, the Republic of Turkey, on 16-18 June 2020/24-26 Shawal 1441H, 

Pursuant to the Statute of Islamic Organisation for Food Security adopted by 40th 

Council of Foreign Ministers of Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (CFM) held in 

Conakry, Republic of Guinea on 9-11 December 2013, 

Recalling Resolution OIC/ICAM-5/2010/RES/FINAL adopted by the 5th OIC Ministerial 

Conference on Promoting Food Security and Agricultural Development, held in 

Khartoum, Republic of Sudan on 26-28 October 2010, which provided for a value chain 

approach to agriculture and improvement of the market functioning, the best harvest 

handling and addressing the issues connected to climate change, 

Giving effect to the relevant provisions of Resolution No. OIC/7-MCFSAD/2016/RES-

FINAL adopted at 7th OIC Ministerial Conference on Food Security and Agricultural 

Development held in Astana (Now Nur Sultan), Kazakhstan on 26-28 April 2016, which 

called upon member states to invest in infrastructure for market and value-chain 

development at national and regional levels, including, local manufacturing transport, 

energy, ICT, post-harvest handling, processing, storage and distribution, 

Taking into consideration the Report of the 4th Executive Board of IOFS held in Nur 

Sultan, Kazakhstan on 11-12 December 2020, 

In furtherance of the various Notes Verbales addressed by IOFS Secretariat to member 

states, requesting inputs and contacts of food processing establishments of member states, 

Considering the urgent need to address the challenges of post-harvest losses and food 

waste, which have contributed to acute hunger and food crises affecting more than 64.7 

million people in OIC countries, 

Conscious of the need to promote advocacy and business linkages in the field of food 

processing among food processors and to identify potential partnerships and investment 

opportunities in the field food processing within IOFS Member States, 

Emphasising the importance of engaging IOFS Member States and private Sector on 

issues and challenges relevant to food processing industry, while exchanging researches, 

studies, new innovations and techniques with a view to sharing up-to-date information on 

legislative and regulatory developments in their member states, 

Commending the inputs and collaboration of the relevant OIC institutions, regional and 

international organisations on this issue,  
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Having considered the report of the Director General on this issue, 

1. Calls on member states to encourage their private sector establishments working in 

the field of food processing to establish a mechanism for cooperation within an 

Islamic Food Processing Association (IFPA); 

2. Invites member states to adopt adequate legislative and regulatory mechanisms 

aimed at promoting food safety and agri-food processing, thereby promoting 

productivity along the food value-chain; 

3. Urges member states to assist in building strong linkages between food processing 

establishments and other agri-food support institutions such as banks, vocational 

and research institutions, standardizations agencies, farmers’ associations etc.; 

4. Calls on member states to mobilise all local and community stakeholders in the 

food processing industry with a view to exposing them to modern best practices and 

available research outcomes both in member states and globally;  

5. Invites all relevant OIC institutions, regional and international organisations to 

share their expertise on food processing and agro-industrial development, 

particularly as they relate to modern methods of addressing post-harvest losses and 

food waste;  

6. Also invites all OIC institutions and multilateral development partners to develop 

effective mechanisms to promote access to credit and markets within the frame 

work of OIC Trade Preferential System (TPS-OIC) or any other agreements entered 

into by OIC or IOFS; 

7. Further invites member states to assist Small and Medium-sized agro-food 

producers to penetrate international markets, while contributing to increasing export 

revenue through value-added industrial processes; 

8. Requests the Director General to convene a meeting of all stakeholders in the food 

processing subsector, for the purpose of sensitizing them on the importance of 

IFPA; 

9. Also requests the Director General to submit a report on the implementation of this 

Resolution to the next General Assembly. 

Adopted in Istanbul, 18 June 2020 
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RESOLUTION № IOFS/GA/_______ 

ON 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF NATIONAL GENE BANKS AND GENETIC 

RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

The Third General Assembly of the Islamic Organization for Food Security (IOFS) held 

in Istanbul, the Republic of Turkey, on 16-18 June 2020/24-26 Shawal 1441H, 

Recalling the Statute of Islamic Organisation for Food Security adopted by 40th Council 

of Foreign Ministers of Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (CFM) held in Conakry, 

Republic of Guinea on 9-11 December 2013, 

In line with the Astana Declaration adopted at the First OIC Summit on Science and 

Technology held in Astana (Now Nur-Sultan) on 10-11 September 2017 and the STI 

Agenda 2026, 

Considering the crucial role of science, technology and innovation in addressing food 

security challenges facing its member states, 

Desirous of adopting a value-chain and integrated approach to the development of 

agriculture, rural development and food security, especially in the upstream sector of 

agriculture and seed enhancement, 

Conscious of the need a regional mechanism for protection, conservation, exchange of 

views, human and institutional capacity development with regard to plant and animal 

genetic resources for food and agriculture in OIC member states,  

Bearing in mind the importance of elaborating a permanent framework for cooperation 

among member states with a view to supporting local, national and regional actions and 

collective responses on the sustainable use of plant and animal genetic resources for 

increased agricultural productivity and sustainable food and nutrition security, 

Expressing deep appreciation to the Government of United Arab Emirates for hosting a 

Workshop on Development of Gene Banks in OIC member states, 

Commending the swift response of member states in submitting their national 

experiences on the operations of National Gene Banks in their respective countries, 

Expressing deep appreciation to the OIC Standing Committee for Scientific and 

Technological Cooperation (COMSTECH), the Islamic Development Bank (IsDB), and 

the Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) for collaborating with the Secretariat of 

IOFS on this Workshop, 

Also expressing appreciation to the various OIC institutions, regional and international 

organisations for their support for the convening of the said Workshop,  

Having considered the report of the Director General on this issue,  

 



11 
 

1. Commends on-going arrangements to hold a Workshop on Development of 

National Gene Banks under the theme: “Promoting Intra-OIC Food Security 

Through Agricultural Biodiversity”, in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, on 5-7 

July 2020, in collaboration with the Government of United Arab Emirates, Food 

and Agricultural Organisation (FAO), OIC Standing Committee on Scientific and 

Technological Cooperation (COMSTECH), and the Islamic Development Bank 

(IsDB); 

2. Requests member states and relevant OIC and international institutions to actively 

participate in the Workshop and to support efforts at creating a mechanism for 

conservation and sharing of genetic resources for food and agriculture within the 

OIC; 

3. Also requests the Director-General to submit an appropriate report on the outcome 

of the Workshop for the consideration of the next General Assembly.  

Adopted in Istanbul, 18 June 2020 
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RESOLUTION № IOFS/GA/_______ 

ON 

WATER USE MANAGEMENT FOR AGRICULTURE  

IN OIC MEMBER STATES 

The Third General Assembly of the Islamic Organization for Food Security (IOFS) held 

in Istanbul, the Republic of Turkey, on 16-18 June 2020/24-26 Shawal 1441H, 

Recalling the Statute of Islamic Organisation for Food Security adopted by 40th Council 

of Foreign Ministers of Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (CFM) held in Conakry, 

Republic of Guinea on 9-11 December 2013, 

Also recalling the Astana Declaration adopted at the First OIC Summit on Science and 

Technology held in Astana (Now Nur-Sultan) on 10-11 September 2017 and the STI 

Agenda 2026, 

Pursuant to the relevant provisions of Resolution No. OIC/7-MCFSAD/2016/RES-

FINAL adopted at 7th OIC Ministerial Conference on Food Security and Agricultural 

Development held in Astana (Now Nur Sultan), Kazakhstan on 26-28 April 2016, which 

invited member states to invest in efficient and effective water management and 

irrigation infrastructure to facilitate a stable and predictable water supply system, as well 

as affordable, reliable renewable energy for agricultural production, 

Considering the crucial role of science, technology and innovation in addressing food 

security challenges facing its member states, 

Also considering the current challenges of water scarcity in OIC member states, as 

evident in their total renewable water representing only 13.3% of the world total between 

2013-2017 with 26 member states considered as suffering from water scarcity, 6 others 

suffering from water stress and 14 member states afflicted by absolute water scarcity, 

Convinced on the need to promote awareness among OIC member states towards 

exchanging best practices on water-use efficiency and management for food and 

agricultural development, 

Conscious of the importance of mainstreaming intra-OIC cooperation for collective and 

integrated actions towards addressing the chronic water stress and dearth of innovative 

irrigation technologies, 

Desirous of deepening data exchange to enhance policy formulation, monitoring and 

regulation on water use efficiency along the food sector value-chain, 

Underscoring the need for scaling-up collaboration among the relevant OIC institutions 

and multilateral development financing agencies in support of water-related infrastructure 

and investments, including the implementation of OIC Water Vision and the Sustainable 

Development Goals,   
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Commending the role of national centers of excellence in disseminating research 

outcomes and transfer of modern technology in the domain of water management and 

regulation and preservation for food and agriculture, 

Also commending the inputs and collaboration of the relevant OIC institutions, regional 

and international organisations on this issue,  

Mainstreaming the role of the Private Sector, the investment community and civil society 

organisations in support of financing acquisition of modern water technologies and 

advocacy for conservation and management of water at the social and community level, 

Having considered the report of the Director General on this issue,  

1. Supports the convening of a Roundtable on Water-Use Management in OIC 

Member States, scheduled to hold in Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in October 

2020, during the 8th OIC Conference of Ministers Responsible for Water; 

2. Commends the Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for offering to host 

this important event, in collaboration with the OIC Standing Committee for 

Scientific and Technological Cooperation (COMSTECH) and the Islamic 

Development Bank (IsDB); 

3. Requests member states to actively participate in the Roundtable with a view to 

elaborating an effective mechanism for intra-OIC cooperation of water 

management, including mainstreaming the role of centers of excellence and 

research institutions in OIC member states; 

4. Also requests the Director General to submit a comprehensive report on the 

outcome of the Roundtable and its recommendations for further consideration of the 

General Assembly. 

Adopted in Istanbul, 18 June 2020 
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RESOLUTION № IOFS/GA/______ 

ON 

PROMOTION OF AGRI-TRADE AND INVESTMENT AMONG IOFS MEMBER 

STATES 

The Third General Assembly of the Islamic Organization for Food Security (IOFS) held 

in Istanbul, the Republic of Turkey, on 16-18 June 2020/24-26 Shawal 1441H, 

Pursuant to the Statute of Islamic Organisation for Food Security adopted by 40th 

Council of Foreign Ministers of Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (CFM) held in 

Conakry, Republic of Guinea on 9-11 December 2013, 

Giving effect to the relevant provisions of Resolution No. OIC/7-MCFSAD/2016/RES-

FINAL adopted at 7th OIC Ministerial Conference on Food Security and Agricultural 

Development held in Astana (Now Nur Sultan), Kazakhstan on 26-28 April 2016, which 

urged member states to undertake investor-protection measures in the domain of 

agriculture and food security as well as ensure such protection across the OIC Member 

States, 

Recalling the General Agreement for Economic, Technical and Commercial Cooperation 

among OIC member states, adopted vide Resolution No.1/8-E of the 8th Session of CFM 

held in Tripoli, Libya on 16-22 May 1977, 

Inspired by the provisions of the OIC Agreement for Promotion, Protection and 

Guarantee of Investments among OIC Member States, adopted by the 12th Session of 

CFM held in Baghdad Iraq on 1-5 June 1981, 

Also inspired by the provisions of the Framework Agreement on Trade Preferential 

System adopted by Resolution No 1 of the 6th COMCEC in Istanbul, Turkey on 7-

10/10/1990 (1990), 

In furtherance of the provisions of the OIC-2025 Programme of Action adopted at the 

13th OIC Summit held in Istanbul, Republic of Turkey in April 2016, particularly with 

reference to the new target of 25% for intra-OIC trade in 2025, 

Considering the need to put in place measures and mechanisms for ensuring equal access 

to opportunities, including land, productive assets, knowledge information and skills, for 

women, the youth and other socially disadvantaged groups,  

Conscious of the fact that IOFS is seized with the implementation of the food and 

agricultural components of the OIC trade and investments agenda based on its statutory 

role as an OIC specialised institution, 

Desirous of promoting food security through increased trade and investment in the food 

and agricultural sectors, particularly as food trade deficits rose to US$67 billion in 2018 

alone, thereby posing serious socio-economic challenges to member states, 
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Considering the various constraints to intra-OIC trade in the food sector, ranging from 

logistical, financial, investment, institutional, legal and commercial obstacles, among 

others, 

Aware of the need to pool resources aimed at ensuring promotion, financing and 

facilitation of trade in food and agricultural commodities, including development of 

productive capacities of member states as well as supporting professionalization of 

smallholder producers and family agriculture through providing vocational training 

programmes and access, 

Convinced of the need to reverse the trend whereby food trade imports to OIC countries 

are dominated by non-OIC countries to the exclusion of other OIC member states, due to 

logistical, institutional, financial and legal and technical constraints, 

Expressing their concern at the non-implementation of various trade-enhancing 

multilateral trade agreements in force among OIC member states and the urgent need to 

draw the attention of member states to the operationalisation of these agreements in the 

interest of increased agri-food trade cooperation, 

Aware of the need to reverse the current financial exclusion of the populations in OIC 

member states, which has continued to constrain access to finance and credits by the 

Small and Medium Enterprises, smallholder farmers and start-up agribusinesses owned 

by youth and women, through the popularization of Islamic Financial products, 

Desirous of ensuring popular participation in the Halal food market, considering its 

ethical value and its increased utilisation in the cosmetics, pharmaceutical, fashion and 

tourism trade, beyond the hitherto confines of the livestock and beverages sector,   

Also desirous of encouraging the implementation of trade facilitation measures, ease of 

doing business and elimination of tariff and non-tariff barriers with the aim of promotion 

active food trade relations among its member states, 

Having considered the report of the Director General on this issue,  

1. Adopts the Plan of Action on Promotion of Agri-food Trade and Investment among 

OIC Member States, aimed at ensuring trade facilitation, promotion and financing 

and development of food production capacity of member states; 

2. Requests member states to support the implementation of the Plan of Action by 

participating actively in the national food trade promotion events in their respective 

states, including the convening of a biennial food and agricultural trade fair; 

3. Also requests member states to sign and ratify the various OIC trade-enhancing 

agreements, with a view to applying them for the purpose of increased food and 

agricultural trade, particularly the removal of tariff and non-tariff measures; 

4. Invites member states to encourage the use of Islamic financial products to mobilise 

funds and credits for Small and Medium Enterprises, smallholder farmers and 

pastoralists and other community-based farming and agro-industrial centers; 
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5. Requests the Director General to propose programmes and activities aimed at 

giving effect to the thrust of the Plan of Action, including coordination with 

relevant OIC institutions, regional and international partners;   

6. Calls on the Islamic Development Bank Group (IsDB) to support the various 

programmes aimed at agri-trade financing, insurance and export credit and prioritise 

agri-food financing within the realm of their operations; 

7. Also calls on the Islamic Center for Development of Trade (ICDT) and Islamic 

Chamber of Commerce and Agriculture (ICCIA) to collaborate with IOFS 

Secretariat towards staging biennial food and agriculture trade fairs; 

8. Invites member states to encourage their private sector establishments to participate 

actively in investment forums aimed at promoting robust and resilient food systems 

in OIC member states, including mainstreaming the role of angel investors, joint 

venture organisations, net-worth philanthropists and venture capitalist; 

9. Requests the Director General to submit a comprehensive report on the 

implementation of this Resolution to the next session of the General Assembly.    

Adopted in Istanbul, 18 June 2020 


